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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims1-4 and 8, 9, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hasegawa et al. (USPN 6,338,54) in view of Murray et al (USPN 

5,610,635). 

Claims 1 , 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipate by 
Hasegawa et al. (USPN 6,338,540). 

With respect to claim 1 , 3 and 4, Hasegawa et al discloses a method for selecting 
a servicing for servicing of an ink jet print head comprising: Receiving a first job with a 
first tine information representing time information about the first printing job, storing the 
first time information such as the first time information is kept, receiving a second print 
job with a second time information representing the time information of the second job, 
storing the second time information, determining the time difference between the first 
and second time information and selecting a print head servicing routing depending on 
the time difference, after initiating the selected print head servicing routine the memory 
is updated by the time information and after updating the memory the second job is 
executed (Column 5: line 45-67, Column 6: line 1-67). 
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With respect to the limitation of the printer is switched off and switched on after 
storing the first time information is an obvious procedure to use the printer device. 
Therefore, for using the printer, these procedures can be made. 

However, Hasegawa fails to teach the memory is connected to a battery and the 
information is kept even when the printer is switched off. 

Murray teaches that the memory is connected to the battery in order to store the 
data when the external power is not applied to the cartridge (Column 6: line 50-60), 
therefore when the power is off, the information is still kept. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the memory connected to the battery as taught as Murray. 
The motivation to doing so is to store the data when the external power is not applied to 
the 1 cartridge. 

** 

T' • 

2. I Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ha^gawa et al. (USPN 6,338,54) in view of Murray et al (USPN 5,610,635) as applied 
to claim 8 and 9 above, further in view of Dekker (USPN 6,049,562). 

|jl Hasegawa and Murray disclose the claimed invention except that the memory is 
connected to the battery instead of an accumulator. Dekker shows that the memory 
connected to the battery and the accumulator is an equivalent structure known in the 
art. Therefore, because the memory connected to the battery and the accumulator 
were art recognized equivalents at the time the invention was made, one of ordinary 
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skill in the art would have found it obvious to substitute the accumulator for the battery 
for the same purpose such as keeping the information when the power is off. 

y Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
woura be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
basJ|claim and any intervening claims. 

m Claim 5 is allowable over prior art of record because at least prior art have not 
bee^ found to anticipate or teach that in case the determination of the time difference 
between the first time information and the second time information is not possible or 
does not lead to a reasonable result, a redefined servicing routine in selected. 

Claims 6 and 7 are allowable over prior art of record because at least prior art 
have not been found to anticipate or teach that after switching on the printer a dirty 
power cycle test step is carried out checking whether the printer had been switched off 
during a state in which the printer and in a particular the print head had not been at rest. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ly T TRAN whose telephone number is 571-272-21 55. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30am-5pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on 571-272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

I 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

% 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For Eore information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you pave questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 



